
Taft’s Legal Capabilities 
Mergers & Acquisitions /
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Firm Overview  

At Taft, we work as one team, driven and committed to helping you succeed. Our attorneys listen and 

understand that innovative, value-creating solutions help our clients reach their goals. Our 

collaborative approach, advanced technological resources and depth of services can transform what 

you expect from your legal team.  

The firm practices across a wide range of industries, in virtually every area of law, including: Business 

and Finance, Business Restructuring, Environmental, Health and Life Sciences, Intellectual Property, 

Labor and Employment, Litigation, Private Client, Real Estate and Tax law. 

Since 1885, Taft has maintained a constant focus: to provide clients, both large and small, with legal 

advice and services that meet the highest possible standards. To learn more, visit www.taftlaw.com.

Taft Offices  

Taft has nine offices in Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, Kentucky and Arizona. On January 1, 2020, we will add 

135 attorneys in Minneapolis, Minnesota after the completion of Taft’s merger with Briggs and 

Morgan. 



Taft Practice Areas
Bankruptcy

Business & Finance

• Alcohol Permitting & Regulatory 

• Business Restructuring & Creditor Rights 

• Business Succession Planning 

• Commercial Transactions & Contracts 

• Corporate Governance 

• Crisis Management 

• Franchise & Distribution 

• Gaming 

• Government Contracts Law 

• Health & Life Sciences 

• Insurance Law 

• Investment Funds 

• Israeli Business Services 

• Lending & Corporate Finance 

• Media & Privacy Law 

• Mergers & Acquisitions 

• Pharmaceutical & Life Sciences Litigation 

• Privacy & Data Security 

• Private Equity 

• Public Company 

• Public Finance 

• Public Offerings 

• Securities - Corporate 

• Sports 

• Start-Up & Growth Companies 

• Structured Finance 

• Technology 

• Venture Capital and Emerging Companies 

• Whistleblower/Retaliation Defense 

• Women & Minority Owned Businesses

Business Restructuring & Creditor Rights 

Campaign & Election Law 

Construction 

• Construction Claims

Educational Institutions

• School Public Finance 

Energy & Regulated Industries 

Environmental

• Class Action & Multi-Party Litigation 

• Crisis Management 

• Environmental Transactional Services 

• Insurance Law

Ethics & Professional Responsibility 

Gaming 

General Counsel Access Program 

Health & Life Sciences

• Crisis Management 

• Medical Cannabis Licensing

• Pharmaceutical & Life Sciences Litigation

• Privacy & Data Security

Immigration & Citizenship 

Insurance Law 

Intellectual Property

• Crisis Management 

• Intellectual Property Litigation 

• Patent Prosecution 

• Pharmaceutical & Life Sciences Litigation

• Privacy & Data Security

• Trademark, Copyright & Trade Secret

International 

• China 

• FCPA & International Anti-Corruption 

• Japan 



Labor & Employment

• Crisis Management 

• ERISA Litigation 

• Employee Benefits & Executive 
Compensation 

• Immigration & Citizenship 

• Whistleblower/Retaliation Defense 

• Workers’ Compensation 

• Workplace Safety & Health 

Litigation

• Antitrust 

• Appellate 

• Business Restructuring & Creditor Rights 

• Class Action & Multi-Party Litigation 

• Construction Claims 

• Corporate Compliance & White Collar 
Criminal Defense

• Crisis Management 

• E-Discovery 

• ERISA Litigation 

• Education - Litigation 

• Environmental 

• Estates, Trusts & Fiduciary Litigation 

• FCPA & International Anti-Corruption 

• First Amendment & Media Law 

• Government Contracts Law 

• Insurance Law 

• Intellectual Property Litigation 

• Pharmaceutical & Life Sciences Litigation 

• Privacy & Data Security 

• Product Liability 

• Product Liability & Personal Injury 

• Securities - Litigation 

• Sports 
• Whistleblower/Retaliation Defense 

Private Client

• Business Succession Planning 

• Divorce, Family Law 

• Estate Planning 

• Estates, Trusts & Fiduciary Litigation 

• Family Office Services 

• Personal Tax Planning 

• Probate & Trust Administration 

Public Law

• Education - Litigation 

• Government Contracts Law 

• Government Relations 

• Local Government 

• Public Finance 

Real Estate

• Condominium 

• Construction 

• Eminent Domain 

• Environmental 

• Land Use 

• Real Estate Investment Trusts 

• State & Local Tax 

Restaurant & Food Service

Sustainability 

Taxation

• Employee Benefits & Executive 
Compensation 

• Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) 

• International Taxation 

• Mergers & Acquisitions 

• Nonprofit & Tax-Exempt Organizations 

• Personal Tax Planning 

• State & Local Tax 

• Tax Controversy & Litigation 

Workers’ Compensation 



Mergers & Acquisitions Overview 

Taft’s mergers and acquisition attorneys regularly represents strategic investors, financial sponsors 

and founders in connection with the acquisition and divestiture of their business enterprises, both 

domestically and internationally. Our transaction experience includes all major industries and 

transactions of all types, including private equity and leveraged buyouts, distressed mergers and 

acquisitions, ESOP, “going private,” issuer and third party exchange offers, tender offers, proxy 

contests, spin-offs, recapitalizations and other corporate restructurings. In addition, our M&A attorneys 

also act as counsel to special committees of independent directors in merger and acquisition 

transactions involving related entities.  

We approach transactions with multi-disciplinary teams to ensure a successful conclusion to even the 

most complex and difficult transactions. These teams typically include attorneys from Taft’s other 

practice groups, such as intellectual property, tax, environmental, labor and employment, ERISA and 

antitrust/HSR. In addition, Taft attorneys who are experienced in structuring, negotiating and 

consummating all types of public and private financing transactions, both debt and equity, are involved 

in our merger and acquisition activities. 

As a core competency of our Business and Finance Practice Group, Taft has a deep bench of 

experienced lawyers dedicated to serving clients in their most sophisticated and sensitive transactions. 

The nation’s most respected lawyer-rating publications, such as Chambers USA: America’s Leading 

Lawyers for Business (which ranks Taft’s M&A group as a top, Tier 1 practice) regularly praise the 

group’s experience, effectiveness, practical mindset and responsiveness in achieving their clients’ 

goals. 



Representative Mergers and Acquisitions Clients 

Representative public company clients: 

• All American Group 

• Allison Transmission  

• Arcadia Resources, Inc. 

• Chevron 

• Zimmer Biomet, Inc.  

• CECO Environmental Corp. 

• Century Realty Trust 

• Chiquita Brands International, Inc. 

• Globalstar, Inc.

• Nordson Corporation 

• Reinhold Industries 

• The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 

• Vectren Corporation 

• Walgreen Co. 

Representative private company clients: 

• American Nursing Care, Inc. 

• Availity 

• Blue Chip Venture Company 

• BraunAbility 

• CardioInsight Technologies Inc. 

• dunnhumby USA LLC 

• Hammond, Kennedy, Whitney & Company, Inc. 

• ILSCO Corporation 

• Media One Group LLC 

• ProFill Holdings LLC 

• Safeguard Properties 

• Sigma Medical Products LLC 

• SOL, Inc. 

• The David J. Joseph Company 



Representative M&A Transactions 

Availity, L.L.C.

has acquired stock 
from 

Availity, L.L.C.

has completed its 

merger with

RevPoint Healthcare 

Technologies

SOL Inc.

has completed a 
merger transaction 

with

Carmaneh 
Technologies 
Corporation

Auction 
Broadcasting 

Company 

has completed the 
sale of its business to

America’s Auto 
Auction

The Braun 
Corporation

has completed the 

sale of its business to

Watchfire Holdings 
Co. and Watchfire 
Enterprises, Inc. 

has acquired all of the 
capital stock of  

Time-O-Matic, Inc. 

in a merger 
transaction 

has completed  
the sale of has completed  

the sale of 
has completed  

the sale of 



Intellectual Property 

Intellectual property is a significant asset for companies in today’s competitive landscape. Protecting 

that asset is critical. Intellectual property is more than patents and trademarks — it is the people, 

practices and big ideas that keep a business running. No matter the industry, organizations need legal 

counsel that can identify, protect and enforce their ongoing IP rights and that can secure their freedom 

to operate in the marketplace. 

Taft’s team of Intellectual Property attorneys focuses on providing comprehensive legal strategies to 

support clients’ needs and goals. Our group consists of more than 60 attorneys, including 37 registered 

patent attorneys, who are well-positioned with the experience and connections to protect our clients’ IP 

needs. 

In addition to patent, trademark, and copyright protection and litigation, our IP attorneys advise clients 

on the trade secret protection, unfair competition, false advertising and the right of publicity. We have 

experience representing clients across industries, including financial services, software development, 

electric manufacturing, specialty chemicals, security, automotive, entertainment, and health care. 

Our attorneys assist clients in a range of traditional and innovative IP matters, from drafting licensing 

and development agreements and handling disputes to assisting individuals and institutions from early 

research through commercialization. We have experience litigating suits regarding involving 

technologies such as avionics, LCD optics, video signaling, semiconductor design and operation, thin 

film transistor manufacturing and design, voice-over-internet telephony and firewalls, routers and 

switches, network topology and message routing, LED design and operation, PECVD manufacturing 

processes, regulated medical devices, pharmaceutically active substances and formulations, cellular 

screening methods, computer software and electronic point of sale devices. 

While we regularly guide clients through all stages of litigation, including appeals, the goal is always to 

avoid and resolve potential disputes before they reach that point or, at the very least, to achieve a 

successful result as quickly and efficiently as possible. 

Taft’s IP attorneys are experienced in: 

• Searching and clearance of trademarks. 

• Patentability searching. 

• Preparing and filing U.S. and foreign patent applications. 

• Registering trademarks in the U.S. and internationally. 

• Registering trade dress, product and packaging configurations. 

• Watch/surveillance services for conflicting marks. 

• Copyrights. 

• Patent and trademark licenses. 

• Technology licenses. 

• Technology transfers from universities to the private sector. 



• Transactions involving technology and e-commerce. 

• Intellectual property audits, management and counseling. 

• M&A due diligence. 

• Intellectual property litigation. 

• Inter Partes Review. 

• International Trade Commission (ITC) investigations. 

• Antitrust litigation. 

• Domain name disputes. 

• U.S. Customs registration and enforcement of IP rights. 

• Sweepstakes and promotions. 

• Advertising compliance/clearance. 

• FDA and FTC. 

• Software licensing and development agreements. 

• E-commerce. 

• Product Clearance. 

• Counsel on designing around valid patents. 

Taft’s IP attorneys are experienced in handling intellectual property rights issues in Internet website 

development, hosting, co-branding and content license agreements. We provide advisory services to 

Internet start-up businesses, as well as many established companies based in the Midwest and 

throughout the U.S.



Practices

Capital Markets

Mergers and Acquisitions

Private Equity

Securities - Corporate

Corporate Governance

Privacy and Data Security

Software and Technology

Lending and Finance

Troubled Companies

Venture Capital

Family Office Practice

Industries

Health Care and Life Sciences

Nonprofit and Tax-Exempt

Organizations

Technology

Automotive and Transportation

Construction

Energy and Regulated Industries

Chemical Processing

Pesticide Manufacturing and

Formulation

Renewable Energy Companies

Utilities

Gaming

Industrial Manufacturing

Education

Indiana University - Robert H.

McKinney School of Law (1999)

E.W. Kelley School of Business,

Indiana University, M.B.A. (1999)

Ball State University, B.S. (1996)

Brad Schwer
P A R T N E R - I N - C H A R G E / I N D I A N A P O L I S

E: bschwer@taftlaw.com

T: (317) 713-3480

F: (317) 713-3699

Brad is a transaction attorney who advises clients on complex issues

arising from mergers and acquisitions and commercial transactions.

Brad’s in-depth knowledge of complex business transactions and

successful track record assisting clients with mergers, acquisitions,

and general business issues are among the reasons why he has been

honored by Best Lawyers in America®, Indiana Super Lawyers, and

Chambers USA: Leading Lawyers for Business for his work.

Throughout his legal career, Brad has helped entrepreneurs, venture

capital funds, and companies of all sizes successfully navigate complex

transactions and business issues. In the process, Brad has gained

experience advising on complex mergers and acquisitions, and joint

ventures. Brad has also assisted with structuring equity and debt

financing arrangements, resolving entity formation issues and carrying

out early stage financing and leveraged buyouts. Brad has helped his

clients structure numerous multi-million-dollar transactions.

In addition to his legal work, Brad helps a number of causes in the

Indianapolis community. Brad currently serves as an Indianapolis

Steering Committee member for Just the Beginning Foundation, which

provides leadership programs and initiatives for Indianapolis-area

schoolchildren. Brad is also a member of the Indiana University Kelley

School of Business Dean’s Council, and has previously served in

leadership and board membership roles with the Community

Development Law Center, Ovar’coming Together, the Indiana

University Kelly School of Business Alumni Association and the

Economic Club of Indiana.

Brad earned his JD/MBA from Indiana University and received his BS

from Ball State University.

Notable Matters

Representing financial/private equity and corporate strategic clients•

https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/capital-markets
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/mergers-and-acquisitions
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/private-equity
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/securities-corporate
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/corporate-governance
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/privacy-and-data-security
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/software-and-technology
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/lending-and-finance
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/troubled-companies
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/venture-capital
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/practices/family-office-practice
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/health-care-and-life-sciences
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/nonprofit-and-tax-exempt-organizations
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/technology
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/automotive-and-transportation
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/construction
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/energy-and-regulated-industries
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/chemical-processing
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/pesticide-manufacturing-and-formulation
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/renewable-energy-companies
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/utilities
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/gaming
https://www.taftlaw.com/services/industries/industrial-manufacturing
https://www.taftlaw.com/about/offices/indianapolis
mailto:bschwer@taftlaw.com
tel:3177133480


Admissions

Federal - Northern District of

Indiana

Federal - Southern District of

Indiana

State - Indiana

 

Awards

Professional Affiliations

Community Involvement

in buy-side and sell-side transactions of all types, including senior

and mezzanine financings.

Representing private equity portfolio companies in all of their

general corporate legal and business needs.

•

Leading intellectual property licensing transactions from both the

licensor and licensee sides.

•

Leading debtor-side bankruptcy/workout transactions of all types,

including acquisitions and divestitures utilizing Article 9 and

bankruptcy sale processes.

•

Serving venture capital and startup clients in equity and debt

financing transactions of all types.

•

Representing executives in equity compensation and employment-

related agreements and plans.

•

Honoree, Best Lawyers in America® (2013 – present)•

Honoree, Indiana Super Lawyers•

Honoree, Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business•

Economic Club of Indiana
Board Member

•

Indiana State Bar Association
Member

•

Indianapolis Bar Association
Member

•

Community Development Law Center
Past Member, Board of Directors

•

IU Kelley Alumni Association
Past President
Past Member

•

http://www.bestlawyers.com/About/History.aspx
http://www.superlawyers.com/about/


Ovar’coming Together, Inc.
Past Board Member
Past Treasurer

•

Just The Beginning Foundation
Member, Indianapolis Steering Committee

•

IU Kelly Indianapolis Dean's Council
Member

•


